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- Acts and Laws, 


Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of HisMajefty’sProvince 

of the Maffachu/fetts-Bay in New-England : Begun and held at Boffon upon 
Ce Wednefday the thirtieth Day of May 1744, and. continued by Adjourn- 
‘ment and Prorogations to Wednefday the twenty-eighth Day of November 
following. 


G eA Po XE 


An A& in further Addition to an AG 
afcertaining the Value of Money, and 
of the Bills of public Credit of this 
Province. | 


HEREAS notwithftanding. the Provifion that is made in and by an A&B 
i pafs din the fifteenth Year of bis prefent Majefty’s Reign (intitled An 
A& to afcertain the Value of Money, and of the Bills of publick Cre- 
dit of this Province, granted this prefent Year for the Supply of the 
Treafury, and for fecuring the Credit of faid Bills) for fecuring to any Creditor 
or Creditors what the Bills of Credit might fink or depreciate in their Value between 
the Time of contracting the Debt and the Payment thereof, it has been a frequent 
| Praétice for Creditors to exait and take of their Debtors for the Loan of any Sum 
or Sums of Money lent, and for Forbearance of their Debts,more than fix perCent 5 
\| by which Practice fome of the good and. wholefeme Laws of this Province, and the 
| equitable Intent and Defigns of them are eluded, and great Oppreffion and Injuftice No Allow- 
| introduced, to the Reproach of this Government. ance to be 
Now, for the Prevention thereof for the future : made for the 
Be it enatted by the Sovernour, Council and iboule of Weprez depreciating 
fentativeg, That in all Actions hereatcer to be brought for the recovering of the Bills - 
any Debtor Sum due upon Bond, or otherwife contracted and payable in Bills bets ae 
of Credit fince the thirty firft Day of March One Thoufand feven Hundred 4.2, aioee 
and forty two, or that may be ees within five Years of. that Ducal already for it 
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the Debtor will tender his Oath in Court that the Creditor has received any 
Thing for the Loan or Forbearance of fuch Debt either in Money, Bills,Goods, 
or by any new Bond, Bill, Note of Hand, Order, or under Colour of being 
paid for any Service or: Thing, or by keeping back any Part of the Sum {pe- 
cified to be paid inthe Condition of any Bond or other Specialty, or by any 

is other Way or Means whatfoever, either directiy or indire@tly, more than /ix 
Pounds for the Loan or Forbearance of ome Hundred Pounds for a Year, and fo 
after that Rate for a greater or lefs Sum, or for a longer or fhorter Time, then 
and in fuch Cafe, unlefs the Owner will make Oath to the contrary, Judgment 
fhall be made up only forthe exaét nominal Sum received by or due from the 
Debtor (with lawful Intereft for the fame, if it be payable with Intereft) but if 
the Creditor will tender and aétually give his Oath as aforefaid, then Judgment 
fhall be entred up for the full Value of faid Debt, as it was at the Time of con- 
tracting the fame. 


And whereas there may be Debis and Sums payable in Bills of Credit or law-~ 
‘ful Money yet due and owing from Man to Man, that were contratted before the 
faid thirty firlt Day of March One Thoufand feven Hundred and forty two, and 
no Provifion made in the Law for making good to the Creditors what-the Bills, in 
which fuch Debts or Sums might be difebarged, have depreciated or fallen: And 
inafmuch as it appears juft and equal that the Lofs and Dammage arifing to fuch 
Creditors by the falling and depreciating of the Bills of Credit fince the faid thirty 
Jirft Day of March, foould be made good : 

Provifion for Be it further enacted, That in all fuch Cafes it fhalf be in the Power of 

makine cood the Juftices of the feveral Courts within this Province, to make up Judgment 

the Value of for fuch additional Sum or Sums as the faid Bills fhall be found to have depre- 

theDebts be- ciated from the faid thirty firft Day of March, until the Time of making up 

fore March fuch Judgment, but not for any other or longer Time , in which Judgement 

31.1742. the fame Rule fhall be obferved as in Cafe of Debts contracted after the faid 
thirty-firft Day of March, asin this Aé&t is before provided ; faving always to 
the Debtor the fame Relief in Cafe he has in any Manner or Way, directly or 
indire@tly paid orallowed more than fim per Cent. as aforefaid, as is provided for 
him in this A@ refpe@ing any Debt or Sum that was contracted or agreed 
upon after the faid thirty firft Day of March. 


And whereas many of His Majefty’s Subjects in this Province, from an Appre- 
henfion that the Bills of Credit of the new Tenor were to be valued, taken and 
efteemed as lawful Money, from which Apprekenfions many Perfons have obliged 
themfelves by their Bonds and otherways, to pay lawful Money where nothing but 

Preamble. gid Bills were received, or Goods for which the Creditor would have received Bills 
in Payment, nor was any Thing elfe intended or expetted by etther Party at the 
Time of contracting the Debt; notwithftanding which, fome of the emecutive Courts 
of this Province have, contrary to the Expeétation and Intention of the Parties as 
aforefaid, made up their fudgments on faid Debts for lawful Money only, and 
conftrued the fame not to be payable in faid Bills, whereby the Debtor has been ca- 
pable of difcharging or fatisfying the Execution only with Silver, the extream Scar- 
city of which renders it almoft impratticable to fatisfy the Debt without paying fuch 
additional Sum io ibe Creditor as be will be pleafed to take in faid Bills, much to 
the Debtor's Oppreffion, which this Government ought to prevent : 
Wherefore, 
Judgment to Be it enacted, That when any Sum or Sums of Money, due or contracted 
r _ be given on- for fince the firft Emiffion of the faid New Tenor Bills in the Year OneThou- 
. Lite st fand feven Hundred and forty one, or that fhall be contracted for within the 
where vr Space of five Years from that Date,on Bond, Bill, Note, or otherwife, whether 


wasnotlent = i : ; ; : 
er received. With Intereft or without, if the Debtor will tender his Oath that he received of 
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* the Creditor no Silver on which faid Debt or Sum then fued for arofe, or that 
it 
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it was not agreed by the Parties thac Silver fhould be paid in Difcharge of fuch 
Debt or Sum due, that then and in every fuch Cafe, unlefs the Creditor will 
bond Fide make Oath that Silver was received or agreed for, and under{tood 
and intended to be paid by the Parties at the Time of contracting the iid 
Debt or Agreement for the Sum fued for, the Judgment thall be given for 
Bills of Credit or lawful Money at the Debtor’s Election, allowing in fuch Judg- 
ment for what the faid Bills may have depreciated from the thirty firft Day of 
March One Thoufand feven Hundred ‘and forty two, to the Time the Judg- 
ment is made up. 

Saving always to the Debtor the fame Relief in Cafes of this Nature which 
is by this Act already provided for him, where more than /ix per Cent. has been 
paid for the Loan or Forbearance of any Sum as aforefaid. 


Saving. 


1GoEL AP. XID 


An A& for the more {peedy Extinguith- 
ment of Fire, and preferving Goods 
indangered by it, 


HEREAS the Contiguity or Nearne/s of Houfes in many Towns in this 
Province makes it difficult when they accidentally take Fire, to preferve p-eamble. 
them, and prevent its [preading, by Reafon of the Inbabitants being ter- 
rified by fo grievous a Calamity, and the Want of proper Perfons appointed to direét 
fuch as may be ready to-affft : And moreover ill-minded Perfons take the Advan- 
tage of the Hurry and Confufion attending fuch Acciaents to plunder, and to em- 
bezzle the Goods of their diftreffed Neighbours. Wherefore, 

Be it enatien bp the Governour, Council ang Doute of Wepre: an Towns 
{entatives, That the feveral Towns within this Province may, if they fee fit, impowered 
at their anniverfary Meeting in March annually appoint a fuitable Number of to chufe Fire 
Perfons (not exceeding ten) who fhall be denominated Fire-Wards, and have Wards. 
each for a diftinguithing Badge of the Office, a Staff of five Feet long, painted 
Red, and headed with a bright Brafs Spire fix Inches long. 

And the Fire-Wards afore-mentioned are hereby required, upon Notice of 
the breaking forth of Fire, (taking with them their Badges refpectively ) imme- 
diately to repair to the Place, and vigoroufly exert themfelves in requiring and 
procuring Affiftance to extinguifh and prevent the fpreading of the Fire, and . 
for the pulling down or blowing up any Houfes, or any other Service relating Their Duty» 
thereto, as they may be dire¢ted by two or three of the chief civil or military = > 
Officers of the Town, to put a Stop to the Fire, and in removing Houfhold 
Stuff, Goods and Merchandizes out of any Dwelling-Houfes, Store-Houfes, or 
other Buildings aétually on Fire, or in Danger thereof, in appointing Guards 
to fecure and take Care of the fame, and to fupprefs all Tumults and Diforders. 

And due Obedience is required to be yielded to them, and each of them accord- 
ingly for that Service. 

And all Difobedience, Neglect or Refufal in any, fhall be informed of to tar 
fome of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace within two Days next after, and P Gen) Age 
the Offenders therein, upon Conviction thereof before any two Juftices Quorum eae Sa} 

Unus, fhall forfeit and pay the Sum of forty Shillings each, to be levied and ¢ytinouith- 
diftributed by the Nifcretion of the Select-Men among the Poor moft diftreffed jgg of Fire. 
by the Fire: And in Cafe the Offender or Offenders are unable to fatisfy the 
Fine, then to fuffer ten Days Imprifonment. Z 

anv be it further enacted, That if any evil-minded Perfons fhall take 
Advantage of fuch Calamity to rob, plunder, purloin, embezzle, convey away 

or 
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366 Scown of Dighton, 


taste 
Penalty for or conceal any Goods, Merchandizes or Effeéts of the diftreffed Inhabitants, © 


Perfons pur- whofe Houfes are on Fire, or endangered thereby, and put upoa removing their 


loining of Goods, and fhall not reftore and give Notice thereof to the Owner or Owners, 4 


concealing 


., if known, or bring them into fuch publick Place as fhall be appointed and 
eae : affigned by the Governour and Council, within the Space of two Days next 
from the¥ire Proclamation made far that Purpofe ; the Perfon or Perfons fo offending, 

and being thereof conviéted, fhall be deemed Thieves, and fuffer the utmoft: 


Severities of the Pains and Penalties by Law provided againft fuch. 


CH. A Pe (Xi. 


An A@ for afcertaining the Bounds of the 
Town of Dighton,and for the Confirma- 
tion of their Powers and Privileges. 


VW" EREAS in the Year One Thoufand feven Hundred and twelve, the 
South Precin& in Taunton was erected into a T ownfbip by the Name of 
Dighton, but the Bounds thereof were not fully afcertained, and by. Reafon thereof 
of date there bave fome Difputes arifen, and Application hath been made to this 
Court to afcertain the Bounds : 

Ae it enaied bp the Governour, Council and oute of Bepre- 
fernttatives, That the Bounds of the faid Town of Dighton thall be as follows, 


Preamble. 


Bands of viz. Beginning at a Heap of Stones by a Rock near the Water Side on the: 


the Town of wetterly Side of Broad Cove, and from thence running Wefterly to a Heap of: 
Dighton fta- Stones near Briffol old Path, and from thence Wefterly to a Heap of Stones: 


ted. near two Miles from faid Broad Cove, and then running Northerly about two. 


Miles to a Stump of an Afh Tree, thence Weft. and by North to Reboboth 
ancient Line, to a Stake and Stones about it, being the North Corner of the 
Town of Swanzey, and the Southweft Corner of the faid Town of Dighton, 
thence Northerly ona ftreight Line to a marked Tree, commonly called the. 
Horfe-Shoe, thence Eafterly by marked Trees down to the three Mile River, 
fo called, then with faid River to Taunton great River, then down Taunton 
great River ’till it comes to the Bounds firft mentioned, together with d/fonet- 
Neck, fo far Northerly as to come to the northerly Bound of tie Land that, 
Inhabitants was Mr. Edward Shove’s ; and that theLand included within the Bounds afore- 
vetted with {aid, hall always hereafter be deemed a Townbhip by the Name of Dighton as 
the Powers aforefaid, and that the Inhabitants thereof be invefted with the Powers, Privi- 
ofa Town. Jeges and Immunities that the Inhabitants of any of the Towns within this 
Province by Law are, or ought to be invefted with, any Law, Order or Cuftom 
to the contrary notwithftanding. 

And all former Aéts and Proceedings of the Inhabitants of the faid Town 
nee ned of Dighton are hereby declared, to all Intents and Purpofes, as valid, and of as 
Picnicone full Effect as if the faid Town had by an Act of this Court been incorporated 
PAE el, and invefted with the Powers and Privileges of a Townthip at the Time of 

their being taken off from Taunton, or feparated as aforefaid. 
Provided always, That Property fhall not be affected by this Aét, any Cen- 
Provifo. ftruétion thereof, or of any Part thereof, to the contrary notwithftanding. 


Former Aéts 
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